Correspondence the lymph node biopsy specimen showed large cell lymphoma and the bone marrow biopsy specimen showed paratrabecular aggregates of small lymphoid cells.
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The stated aim of this textbook is to combine classic histological approaches to endocrine pathology with recent developments in immunohistochemistry and molecular biology. In attempting to achieve this aim in a single author textbook, covering the breadth of the endocrine system, Dr Lloyd has set himself a formidable task. He admits that certain areas have not been covered.
The text is variable. For example, there is a useful short, but comprehensive, discussion of the new classification of pituitary adenomas, based on immunohistochemistry and electron microscopy. In contrast, the problematic area of diagnosing malignancy in adrenocortical tumours is incompletely discussed and referenced. The book is extensively illustrated. There are very elegant colour plates of immunocytochemistry and non-isotopic in situ hybridisation, but some of the black and white photomicrographs are not as crisp as might be expected.
This volume must be compared with others based on a functional approach to the subject, which incorporate more of the clinical and biochemical aspects of endocrine disease. Perhaps to a greater extent than in any other area of pathology, histological diagnosis cannot stand alone. I feel, therefore, that this textbook will not be seriously competitive.
AM This book is a series of 53 cases presented initially as macro-and microscopic descriptions illustrated with black and white photographs. We are then given a "pivot" diagnosis, followed by a list of differential diagnoses, and an illustrated discussion. Only after this is the clinical history given and the chapter closes with a "denouement" and a small further discussion and list of pertinent references. This idiosyncratic arrangement with the concentration on unprejudiced, supposedly objective assessment of the material, before exposure to the bald clinical facts, leads in most cases to a rational pivot diagnosis but occasionally, is analagous to composing "wrong" answers to multiple choice questions; the alternatives are a little implausible.
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